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questioned him as to his London address, but Sun, realising that
if the Legation got hold of these documents the names of many of
his supporters would be disclosed, refused to give Macartney the
address. As soon as Mrs. Cantlie heard Sun was "detained", she
went to his lodgings, collected all the letters and notes she could find
and burnt the lot! It is unlikely there was anything of historical
interest in this particular batch of papers, but when Sun was released
he was so impressed by Mrs. Cantlie's thoughtfulness that he made
a habit of destroying all written evidence of his activities.
REVOLUTION OR REFORM
Why did Sun come to London in 1896?
The point is important because there were few Chinese living in
England at that time, and Sun, travelling at the expense of his
supporters, could not have expected to establish branches of The
Progressive Chinese Society in England, as he had done in Hawaii
and America. The theories put forward in most of the biographies
seem a little inadequate. It is suggested the visit was just to renew
friendship with the Cantlies; that Sun came to investigate the possi-
bilities of buying arms and ammunition; and, even, that to gain
admission to America without a Chinese passport, denied to his
rebel status, he was obliged to buy a through ticket to England.
Up to this time the western influences that had done so much to
shape Sun were predominantly English. At lolani it was English
history he learned and the struggle of the English parliament to
curb the power of monarchy meant far mofe to him, in 1896, than
the American War of Independence; the vigorous words of Crom-
well, quoted in his lesson books, had not yet been erased by Lincoln's
Gettysburg oration. After lolani the next large slice of Sun's life
was spent in Hongkong. There he was impressed with the power
exercised from afar by England, a country smaller than his native
province of Kwangtung. What could be more natural than that
Sun should look to England as the centre of western civilisation and
visit London to see, at first hand, the life of the virile race who ran
his old school in Honolulu and his old college in Hongkong? Be-
sides there was much that Sun needed to study in western books
and where could he find better libraries than in London? Certainly
not in China or Japan norf at that time, in New York,
These reasons are sufficient to account for the voyage across the
Atlantic but Sun intended to visit the European continent in the